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THE PUBLISHING AGREEMENT 

Assignment of publishing rights 
I hereby assign to “ITALIAN SOCIETY OF MUSCLES LIGAMENTS & TENDONS - I.S.Mu.L.T” the 
copyright in the manuscript identified above (government authors not electing to transfer agree to 
assign an exclusive publishing and distribution license) and any supplemental tables, illustrations or 
other information submitted therewith that are intended for publication as part of the manuscript 
(the “Article”) in all forms and media (whether now known or hereafter developed), throughout the 
world, in all languages, for the full term of copyright, effective when and if the article is accepted 
for publication. 
This transfer includes the right to provide the Article in electronic and online forms and systems. 
With respect to supplemental data that I wish to make accessible through a link in the Article, I 
hereby grant a non-exclusive license for such linking. If I have agreed with the Association to make 
available such supplemental data on a site or through a service of the Association, I hereby grant a 
non-exclusive license for such publication, posting and making available, and further permit 
indexing and archiving. 
Articles may sometimes be accepted for publication but later rejected in the publication process, 
even in some cases after public posting in “Articles in Press” form, in which event all rights will 
revert to the author. 

Revisions and addenda 
I understand that no revisions, additional terms or addenda to this Agreement can be accepted 
without the Association express written consent. 

Note: authors at institutions that place restrictions on copyright assignments or that assert an 
institutional right to distribute or provide access to the works of institutional authors, must obtain 
an express waiver from those institutions releasing the author from such restrictions to enable the 
acceptance of this publishing agreement. 

Retention of Rights for Scholarly Purposes (see Definitions below) 
I understand that I retain or am hereby granted (without the need to obtain further permission) the 
Retained Rights (see description below and definitions), and that no rights in patents, trademarks or 
other intellectual property rights are transferred to the Association. 
The Retained Rights include: 

• the right to use the Preprint or Accepted Author Manuscript for Personal Use, Internal
Institutional Use and for Permitted Scholarly Posting; and

• the right to use the Published Journal Article for Personal Use and Internal Institutional Use,

but in each case as noted in the Definitions excluding Commercial Use or Systematic Distribution 
(unless expressly agreed in writing by the Association). 
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Author Representations/Ethics and Disclosure 
I affirm the Author Representations noted below, and confirm that I have reviewed and complied 
with the relevant Instructions to Authors, Ethics in Publishing policy, and Conflicts of Interest 
disclosure. Please note that some journals may require that all co-authors sign and submit Conflicts 
of Interest disclosure forms. I am also aware of the publisher’s policies with respect to retractions 
and withdrawal. 
I am also aware of the publisher’s policies with respect to retractions and withdrawal and the 
journal home page. 

Author representations 
• The article I have submitted to the journal for review is original, has been written by the

stated authors and has not been published elsewhere.
• The article is not currently being considered for publication by any other journal and will not

be submitted for such review while under review by this journal.
• The article contains no libelous or other unlawful statements and does not contain any

materials that violate any personal or proprietary rights of any other person or entity.
• I have obtained written permission from copyright owners for any excerpts from

copyrighted works that are included and have credited the sources in my article.
• If I am using any personal details or images of patients or research subjects, I have obtained

written permission or consent from the patient (or, where applicable, the next of kin).
• If the article was prepared jointly with other authors, I have informed the co-author(s) of

the terms of this publishing agreement and that I am signing on their behalf as their agent,
and I am authorized to do so.

DEFINITIONS 

Accepted Author Manuscript (“AAM”) 
Author’s version of the manuscript of an article that has been accepted for publication and which 
may include any author-incorporated changes suggested through the processes of submission 
processing, peer review, and editor-author communications. AAMs should not include other 
publisher value added contributions such as copy-editing, formatting and (if relevant) pagination, 
and should include the Appropriate Bibliographic Citation and a link to the final publication. 

Appropriate Bibliographic Citation 
Authors posting Accepted Author Manuscript online should later add a citation for the Published 
Journal Article indicating that the Article was subsequently published, and may mention the journal 
title provided they add the following text at the beginning of the document: 

“NOTICE: this is the author’s version of a work that was accepted for publication in MLTJ - Muscles, 
Ligaments and Tendons Journal. Changes resulting from the publishing process, such as peer 
review, editing, corrections, structural formatting, and other quality control mechanisms may not 
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be reflected in this document. Changes may have been made to this work since it was submitted for 
publication. A definitive version was subsequently published in MLTJ - Muscles, Ligaments and 
Tendons Journal [VOL#, ISSUE#, (DATE)…]”. 

Commercial Use 
The use or posting of articles for commercial gain or to substitute for the services provided directly 
by the journal including: 

• the posting by companies of their employee-authored works for use by customers of such
companies (e.g. pharmaceutical companies and physician-prescribers); and

• commercial exploitation such as directly associating advertising with such posting or the
charging of fees for document delivery or access.

Internal Institutional Use 
Use by the author’s institution for classroom teaching at the institution (including distribution of 
copies, paper or electronic, and use in coursepacks and courseware programs) for scholarly 
purposes. For authors employed by companies, the use by that company for internal training 
purposes. 

Personal Use 
Use by an author in the author’s classroom teaching (including distribution of copies, paper or 
electronic), distribution of copies to research colleagues for their personal use, use in a subsequent 
compilation of the author’s works, inclusion in a thesis or dissertation, preparation of other 
derivative works such as extending the article to book-length form, or otherwise using or re-using 
portions or excerpts in other works (with full acknowledgment of the original publication of the 
article). 

Permitted Scholarly Posting 
Voluntary posting of AAMs or Preprints by an author on open Web sites operated by the author or 
the author’s institution for scholarly purposes, as determined by the author, or (in connection with 
Preprints) on preprint servers, but not for Commercial Use or Systematic Distribution. The author 
should include the Appropriate Bibliographic Citation when posting AAMs. Deposit in or posting to 
subject-oriented or centralised repositories (such as PubMed Central), or institutional repositories 
with mandates for systematic postings, is permitted only under specific agreements between the 
Association and the repository, agency or institution, and only consistent with the Association’s 
policies concerning such repositories. 

Preprint 
Author’s own write-up of research results and analysis that has not been refereed, nor had any 
other value added to it by the Publisher (such as formatting, copy editing, and the like). 

Published Journal Article 
The definitive final record of published research that appears or will appear in the Journal and 
embodies all value-adding Publisher activities including copy-editing, formatting and (if relevant) 
pagination. 
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Systematic Distribution 
Policies or other mechanisms designed to aggregate and openly disseminate manuscripts or 
articles, or to substitute for journal-provided services, including: 

• the systematic distribution to others via e-mail lists or listservers (to parties other than
known colleagues), whether for a fee or for free;

• the posting of links to sponsored articles by commercial third parties including
pharmaceutical companies;

• institutional, funding body or government manuscript posting policies or mandates that aim
to aggregate and openly distribute the accepted, peer reviewed manuscripts or published
journal articles authored by its researchers or funded researchers; and

• subject repositories that aim to aggregate and openly distribute accepted peer reviewed
manuscripts or published journal articles authored by researchers in specific subject areas.
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